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ANNUAL CHURCH BOARD RETREAT

The Bethabara Church Board holds its annual Retreat January 20 & 21 at the Butner House located in
beautiful Bethabara Park. The Board meets Friday January 20 from 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. and
Saturday January 21 beginning at 8:30 a.m.. This is a very important meeting
to start off the New Year! Please be sure you've marked your calendars and
plan to be in attendance!

Thank you to Bethabara Park for the generous use of Butner House for the
meeting.

A Prayer for the New Year

0 Lord, our God, we come to you with praise and thankfulness on this first day of a new
year. With confidence in your providence in the past, help us to go forth to receive your
blessings day by day, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Moravian Daily Texts 2006

UNITY PRAYER WATCH 2006

January 11, 2006
(Begins at Midnight January 10 until 6 a.m. January 11

The Moravian Church has experienced spiritual renewal and strength through a covenant of prayer.
Prayer is important in the life of every Christian and ever congregation. Let us celebrate as we join in
the worldwide offering of intercessions!

Located in the Sanctuary vestibule, is a sign-up sheet for Prayer Watch. By signing up, there will be
continuous prayer in the Unity, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. We encourage your prayerful
participation.
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FIRST SUNDAY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

Wing and A Prayer
January 8, 2006 at 5:30 p.m.

Join us Sunday January 8 at 5:30 p.m. for dinner and a concert. Bring your favorite
potluck dish and enjoy food, fun, and fellowship at Bethabara Moravian Church. The
concert is free, a love offering will be received. Wing and a Prayer is a Christian Music
Ministry. Their mission is to spread God’s word through song. The messages they convey
in their songs are meant to reach out to both young and old.

CONTENTMENT, like every other

worthwhile tﬁing, requires some effort.

NOTES OF THANKS & NEW YEAR WISHES

Many notes of thanks and warm wishes for the New Year were received in the church office; below is a

compilation...the “Thank You's” and “Warm Wishes” were meant for ALL Congregation Members!

From Mary Riddings—Wishing you a Beautiful Holiday Season and a New Year of Peace & Happiness.

From Forsyth Jail & Prison Ministries—Thank you for the donation of personal hygiene articles. We
are constantly giving these items to needy inmates. Many times a bar of soap leads to an opportunity
to share Christ. May God richly bless you for blessing others.

From Tommie & Marie Choplin and Family—Your many visits, cards, and gifts are very much
appreciated and needed!  The thoughtfulness of our Bethabara
Congregation is a blessing. May God bless each and everyone of you this
New Year.

From Jeanette Simmons—The Lovefeast & Candlelight service at
Brookridge is the highlight of my Christmas season. What a wonderful
gift! Thank you so much!




PROVINCIAL NEWS

On Sunday, January 29, 2006, Russell Craig May (son of Tripp &
Jeannie) will be ordained at Advent Moravian Church at 3:00 p.m.

Craig will begin his Ministry as the new Pastor of Hopewell Moravian
Church.

The Advent-Hopewell Band will play a prelude in the balcony of the
Main Sanctuary at 2:30 p.m.; all area band members are invited to
come and play (please meet in the balcony at 2:15 p.m. if you plan to participate).

Craig will be installed at Hopewell on Sunday, January 8, 2006.
Craig and his wife, Melissa, will reside in Winston Salem.

Please keep them in your prayers.

INTRODUCING...

Just in case you have not met
her, we're RE-introducing Mary
Riddings. Mary, with cooperation
from Providence Moravian, is
assisting us with Christian Education
working with our Middle & Senior
Highs.

If you have not introduced yourself to
Mary, please do so.

Extend the Right Hand of Fellowship
to her and make sure she receives a
} very warm Bethabara Welcome!

We're glad you're here Mary!

Mary received a BA in Bible and Religion from

Montreat College and is currently taking classes C% %W/ &)
through Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary:;

her home church is Olivet Moravian.

St Philips Moravian Church’s Women'’s Fellowship and Sister Jennie

%Mitcfle[[ cordially invite the women’s Fellowship and members of
%Momvian Churches to join them and partake in their First High Tea on
%Sum{ay, February 12 at 3pm. The cost of this fundraising event is $15
%(m{u[ts) and $10 (children). Contact Sister Mitchell (775-2039) for info.
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Every Tuesday Every Thursday

7 PM College Age Fellowship =——» 2 PM Pastor’s Class Jan. 79

Every Wednesday Every Sunday (unless otherwise noted)

RESUMES JANUARY 18, 2006 9:00 AM  Band practice

5:45PM  Wednesday Night Dinner 9:45 AM  Sunday School

6:30 PM  Prayer & Bible Study 11 AM  Worship Service
ESL/Spanish Classes 4PM Harmony Ringers Jan. 22
Children’s Choir 5PM Bethabara Ringers Jan 22

7:10PM  Youth Activities
7:15PM  Adult Choir
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Sun  |Mon |Tue Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Happy 12n-AA No Wed. 12n-AA 8pm-AA
New Year!! activities
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Communion || 12n-AA No Wed 12n-AA 8pm-AA
5:30pm— _
Dinner/ activities
Concert :
7om—Board Unity Prayer Watch
7pm—-Board 12 MN—6 AM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
12n-A | |Deadline for |\ esday |L12n-AA 8pm-AA
Newsletter// o 2pm—
Activities ,
R y |Pastor’s
MLK, Jr. Holiday/Office closed esume: Class
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Handbell 12n-AA See list for  ||12n-AA 8pm-AA Men's
practice Wednesday |2pm— Breakfast
resumes events Pastor’s
) Class
29 30 31 ALL Wednesday afternoon & evening events resume
12n-AA January 18! See schedule to the left.
MONDAY’S—Rachel’s day off
TUESDAY’S—Pastor Tripp’s day off
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FROM OUR LATINO MINISTRY LEADER

“1 CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHICH STRENGTHENS ME.“ PHIL. 4:13

Latino Bible Classes had a good time on Sunday 18th afternoon. The adults who assist the
Bible Sunday Classes with their children were blessed with hot chocolate and food and Lord provided
gifts for them. The Latino Ministry Board of Bethabara were invited. We enjoyed a lot sharing the Word
and singing some Christmas Songs and with a dance with the Cano sisters. Thanks Lord!

La clase Biblica de Latinos tuvo un buen tiempoel domingo 18 en la tarde. Los adultos que
asisten a las clases de Estudio Biblico los domingos llevaron a sus hijos y fuimos bendecidos con un
chocolate caliente, comida y muchos regalos donados por jovenes estudiantes de una Univ. La Junta
del Ministerio Latino de Betabara asistio invitada. Nos regocijamos conmpartiendo la PALABRA DE
dlOS y cantando canciones de Navidad asi como un especial de danza por las hnitas Cano. Gracias
Senor!

We finish ESL Classes and Spanish Classes too very blessed. They are some Latino people and
children involved in Bethabara work. Pray for us,please.

Terminamos las clases de Ingles como segundo Idioma y las de espanol tambien muy
bendecidos. Hay gente latina y ninos apoyando el trabajoen Bethabara. Oren por nosostros , por
favor.

THE NEW COURSE FOR ESL CLASSES AND SPANISH WILL BEGIN ON JANUARY 18th, Hope
Evangelism and prayers help us a lot.

El nuevo curso de ESL classes y de Espanol tambien comenzaran en Enero 18, esperamos que
Evangelizando y orando todos sera de mucha bendicion para la Iglesia en estenuevo ano.

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2006 ®>3 FELIZ ANO 2 006!

Hilda Regalado

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS THAT ACTUALLY WORK!

Listen to your Heart

The beautiful thing about goals is that they are personal. Do not listen to people who are critical of
your goals. This will likely happen, but don’t get discouraged. Simply listen to your heart and do what
feels right for you To quote William Shakespeare “This above all else — to thy own self be true.”

NN N

Excerpz‘ from Dr. Joey Shulman'’s article in Truestar Health




NEWSLETTER NOTES Richard W. Starbuck

A Wlemaralilia af 2005

If one word can summarize a year, 2005’s word is “hurricanes.”

We opened the year still shocked and saddened by the terrific devastation caused throughout
the Indian Ocean by the Christmas tsunamis of 2004. Never before had we witnessed such destructive
power. Then our own “hurricane season” opened, and by its end we were grappling with Greek letters
for hurricane names, and Katrina had churned ominously on the cover of 7he Moravian. The destruc-
tion, from North Carolina to Florida to Central America to New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, brought
forth a huge outpouring of relief effort from all corners of the Southern Province.

Overseeing much of our relief work is the Board of World Mission with its veteran experience in
sending out short-term work crews. Teams were sent especially to the Ocean Springs, Mississippi
area. A generous gift from Salem Congregation provided for a truck, trailer, and tools, and a new dis-
aster-relief ministry is being formed with the Board of World Mission and Board of Evangelism and
Home Missions.

Our coastal Moravian churches — Wilmington and Florida — were at one time or another in
storm’s path, but they all came through with relatively minor damage. Nicaragua and Honduras,
though, suffered more vital loss when Hurricane Beta destroyed much of their crops. They will need
our continuing prayer and concern into the new year.

Though tsunamis and storms and relief responses to them were a major focus this year, other
“normal” events and activities kept us busy as a Province. Thanks go to agencies for their reports.

Our young people are a chief concern of the Board of Christian Education, and they had much
to do during the year. The first children’s mission lovefeast was held February 27 at Fairview. That
was followed by a children’s mission rally on September 11 at Laurel Ridge with the theme “One Body,
One Spirit, One Hope.” Both events received assistance from the Board of World Mission. Middle and
senior high youth gathered for their Provincial youth lovefeast March 13 at Friedberg.

More than 50 youth and adults from the Southern Province flew to Calgary, Alberta, in July to
attend High School CONVO 2005. The theme of “Learn the Story, Live the Faith” was shared by more
than 200 Moravians from the United States and Canada and one from Ireland as they participated in
worship, study, prayer, mission opportunities, hiking, rafting, and loads of fun.

The Board of Christian Education reports that its resource center is even more accessible to
churches and members thanks to e-newsletters to Southern Province ministers and educators. North-
ern Province churches also get a copy. With DVD all the rage, the resource center now has a DVD
player and is stocking DVDs including popular Moravian titles on Hus, First Fruits, Comenius, etc.
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Meanwhile, the last issue of Expressions of the Heart appeared this fall after a run of six years.

After 22 years of service at the Moravian Book & Gift shop and beyond, Sr. Jonetta Conrad re-
tired October 1 as the shop’s manager, a position she had held since 1999. Sr. Conrad was suc-
ceeded as manager by Kristi Vernon, who has held several management positions before coming to
the Book & Gift Shop.

The Board of Christian Education sponsored a couple of firsts, a Common Threads Women's
Retreat weekend and an Environmental Weekend, both at Laurel Ridge.

So much is going on at Laurel Ridge it's hard to recognize the place. Why even the flat-roofed
1960s cabins are getting facelifts, right up to the peak of their new pitched roofs. The big hit the past
two summers has been the mission camps. In four weeks last summer 155 youth and 61 adults from
16 Moravian churches worked with 41 families in Ashe and Alleghany counties building ramps,
shelves, playground equipment, birdhouses, tree houses, cleaning, landscaping, etc. While doing so,
they pumped over $18,000 into the local economy for building materials, gasoline, supplies, and
“fun.” Quoth one adult mission camper: “If anyone tries this just once, they are transformed.”

The big news at Laurel Ridge is of course its “Growing for a Lifetime” campaign. So far 536
gifts and pledges have been received for $1.2 million of the $1.95 million goal. Churches, fellowships,
and Sunday school classes have also contributed to this legacy of greatly expanding Higgins Lodge.
Have you made your pledge for this Moravian jewel in the mountains?

If the Mission Society’s annual lovefeast in November is any indication, the mission spirit is very
much alive and well in the Southern Province. The service at Macedonia had 402 attending, a record
number. Even more encouraging for our future work, about 20 percent were young people, also a re-
cord. The Mission Society was busy throughout the year, contributing to the support of nine full-time
missionaries and their families serving in third world countries. The Society also supported 13 youth
groups from Moravian churches in summer mission activities through its Young People in Mission pro-
gram and nine adults on short term mission trips. The Mission Residence on Main Street had a major
face lifting in the downstairs apartment, and has been occupied more this year than any other time.
The Society will attend a worldwide summit of mission societies in the Moravian Unity in March 2006.

Mission service lost a great servant when Irvin Leinbach passed away in July. It was through his
and Gretta Gene's vision, and the Global Concerns Committee at Bethania, that the Moravian Tibetan
Rug Shop, now known as the World Mission Shop, opened in 1989. As he had shipped tractors and
equipment around the world, Br. Leinbach saw to the purchasing and shipping of goods from mission
areas to stock the Mission Shop.

It was a watershed year in the life of Sunnyside Ministry. In December, after much planning and
BEHM approval, the Sunnyside Program Board was created and assumed responsibility for the direc-
tion of the ministry and mission at Sunnyside. The 15 members of this Board have met monthly and
have been of great support to Sunnyside in the areas of church and community relations, program,
finances, properties, and development. The impact of the Sunnyside Program Board is already evi-
dent in all of Sunnyside’s operation, and the future of Christ’s ministry here has never been more se-
cure.
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Sunnyside’s greatest challenge in 2005 has been apparent in the last two months as total ex-
penses for the year approached $750,000. This year 5,000 requests were approved for service at an
average cost of $150 each. The unprecedented high costs for heating this winter is straining re-
sources, but it seems that as long as we all remember that we are involved in a ministry of love and
justice in the name of Christ, then all the needs of our most at-risk brothers and sisters can be met in
his most holy name.

Education doesn’t stop when we reach adulthood, and our interest in things Moravian showed
with a record turnout for the Board of Christian Education’s Summer Lay Seminary, which was held July
8-10 at Laurel Ridge. Br. Craig Atwood led the scholars on a weekend introduction to “that incompa-
rable Moravian,” John Amos Comenius.

Br. Atwood has additional opportunity to exercise his teaching skills. Thanks to a new joint un-
dertaking of Home Church and Wake Forest University, he is now the Comenius Visiting Professor of
Moravian Studies at Wake’s Divinity School. It's also a real opportunity to spread around Moravian
history, heritage, and theology.

Though it is 400 miles away in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Moravian Theological Seminary con-
tinues to reach out to us in the Southern Province, thanks to modern technology. The seminary of-
fered three graduate courses this fall at the Distant Learning Classroom in the Salem College Fine
Arts Center. Students could enroll on degree, non-degree, or audit level. Additional continuing educa-
tion opportunities ranged from the annual Moses Lecture to Comenius, evangelism, Holy Land archae-
ology, and Moravian heritage. It seems our seminary really is offering something for everyone, and in
some cases we don’t even have to leave the comfort of our homes.

Taking a bold step to the future, Salem Academy and College on October 27 announced a $75
million campaign, triple the size of any previous campaign. With $45 million already raised, Salem has
provided new athletic fields for intercollegiate competition. Other projects include restoring the Single
Sisters House on Salem Square (which Salem notes is the oldest college building in North Carolina),
modernizing (and air conditioning) Bitting, South, and Clewell residence halls, and providing $15 mil-
lion in endowment and $12 million in annual funds. This ambitious campaign culminates the 15-year
tenure of Julianne Still Thrift, who will retire next June as president of Salem Academy and College.

The Moravian Music Foundation saw two milestones in 2005. For the first time in the Founda-
tion’s 49-year history, its director had a sabbatical; and during that time, the “Director’s Office” was in
the Foundation’s Bethlehem office, with Assistant Director Albert Frank serving as Acting Director.
Nola Knouse's sabbatical resulted in the near-completion of her book, /ntroduction to the Music of the
Moravians (to be published late in 2006 or early 2007), along with time for her to work on crochet-
ing, gardening, and woodworking projects. As Acting Director, Br. Frank had weekly conference calls
with the Winston-Salem staff, traveled to Germany and South Africa, serving as American coordinator
for the first-ever Unity Brass Festival to be held in the fall of 2007. Meanwhile, Bart Collins and Beth
Wall managed the not-so-routine day-to-day activities of the Winston-Salem office.

Upon her return from sabbatical in July, Sr. Knouse jumped right into the completion of pro-
gramming for the 2006 Moravian Music Festival, recording sessions for MMF’s next compact disk re-
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cording of music of the 26th N.C. Regimental Band (to be released in the fall of 2006), and plans for
MMF’s 50th anniversary celebration (the whole year of 2006). So 2005 proved to be a year of stabil-
ity and plans for future publications, recordings, and concerts.

As churches send in their records — board minutes, correspondence, financial reports, mem-
oirs, etc. — the Moravian Archives continues to carefully file and safe-keep them for historians and
church members decades hence. The most recent large body of records to be processed was about
100 years of documents, maps, and financial reports from Salem Congregation and the Provincial
Treasurer’s Office. The Archives added to its impressive list of publications. Early in the year Archivist
Daniel Crews outlined the basic beliefs of the Moravian experience in 7his e Most Certainly Believe:
Thoughts on Moravian Theology. Written in a down-to-earth style for the everyday reader, 7his leis a
handy resource for Sunday school classes to study and for the casual reader to ponder over what
makes us Moravians truly Moravian. The Archives’ most recent publication is a high-tech format of
one of the Moravian Church’s oldest documents. The Ancient Unity’s Confession of 1535, newly trans-
lated by Br. Crews from the original Latin, is on the Archives’ web site on the Internet. Check it out at
www.MoravianArchives.org in the Archives’ growing list of e-books.

Making histories of their own were the congregations of the Southern Province. The largest
building campaign during 2005 was at Covenant in Wilmington. After many delays and much patience,
the congregation is seeing that its new fellowship hall and renovated sanctuary are truly worth it. Now
comes the real work of filling up the new facility. Organs are always popular, and several churches are
planning for them. King has been interviewing organ builders. Kernersville is installing its second
Nordlie tracker organ. This one will go in the Historic Chapel, one of the oldest buildings in Kerners-
ville. Meanwhile, Messiah and Raleigh saw the need for restoration work on their current organs. Va-
cation Bible School was a staple in many of our congregations during the summer. For example,
Cordero de Dios had 50 children attending each day. Ardmore was quick to put its newly acquired
“Hawthorne House” to use. At first it held small group meetings such as Women'’s Fellowship, commit-
tees, and prayer groups. But after hurricane Katrina, it was temporarily designated for families who
had lost their homes. Meanwhile, Kernersville bought the Stafford house next door with the intention
of housing youth ministry there. But a “change of use” from “residential” to “general assembly”
meant a multitude of building code requirements and expenses. The problem is being studied. The
newest fellowship in the Province was recognized May 29 at Margate, Florida. Nearby Prince of Peace
is providing support and leadership for the group. One of the oldest churches in the Province, Hope,
celebrated its 225th anniversary with a week of services in August. Still wrestling with its future is
Good Shepherd, where membership is admittedly low. Prayers and concerns and hopes for increasing
membership and attendance are welcome. Stewardship and commitment are vital at all churches. At
New Hope (Newton) pledges have been generous enough that the congregation should be mortgage
free by the end of 2006.

As the year rolled by, Provincial Elders Conference increasingly devoted its time to planning for
Synod, which will be held April 19-23, 2006, again at Black Mountain, North Carolina. Churches
elected their delegates well in advance this year. Small planning groups began meeting in earnest.
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Various reports to Synod have been collected. Nominations for various boards were submitted. Synod
officers have been named. Details down to seating arrangement are being worked out. All of this
planning is to help make as smooth as possible the work of the delegates as they seek to discern the
will of our Chief Elder for this Province as a part of the Moravian Church, just one small branch of the
body of Christ on earth, His Church.

We cannot leave 2005 behind without noting one pastoral passing. In 1941 John Kapp and his
“recent bride” Louise began serving Willow Hill and neighboring Mount Bethel in the mountains of Vir-
ginia. Sixty-four years and a number of pastorates — Leaksuville, Providence, Oak Grove, Fulp, Mayo-
dan, Union Cross, Macedonia — later, Br. and Sr. Kapp are retiring from pastoral service — from Wil-
low Hill. Often James Montgomery’s hymn is sung too late for the subject to appreciate it. In John and
Louise’s case we are not too late: “Servants of God, well done!”

IMPORTANT STUFF: BETHABARA NEWS

7 Ushers for the month of JANUARY—Robby Boyles,
Marlon Johnson, Jake Blackburn, Jack Long.

T Nursery Volunteers for the month of JANUARY—
Contact Pat Mobley

7 WEDNESDAY  NIGHT =~ FELLOWSHIP—OQur  regular
Wednesday Night schedule resumes the 18th of the
month! Please take note of the changes below:

JAN. 4 NO EVENING ACTIVITIES
JAN. 11 NO EVENING ACTIVITIES
JAN 18 5:45pm  Dinner
6:30pm  Bible Study
ESL classes & Conversational Spanish classes
Children’s Choir
7:10pm  Youth Activities
7:15pm  Adult Choir Practice
JAN19  2pm Pastor’s Class NOTE DATE CHANGE

7 Plan your summer vacations now! The Church Retreat to Laurel Ridge is June 9—11!!
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“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never
come to an end they are new every morning.”
Lamentations 3:22,23
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